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- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 


Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 
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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 
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1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs 
of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under 
this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or 
a foreign country or in public use or on sale in this country, more than one 
year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

2. Claims 27 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Wieder (U.S. Pat. Pub. No. 2002/0044983) . 

Weber discloses a positioning device for aligning and 
guiding first and second mold halves. In the embodiment 
depicted in Figure 6, the- device comprises a first member (22a) 
defining an alignment axis and having a male portion. A second 
member (2 6a) is separable from the first member and defines a 
female portion for mating with the male portion along with the 
alignment axis to align the first and second mold members 
together (see Fig. 6) . A cage (comprising parts 82 and 84) is 
engageable and separable from the first and second mold members. 
A plurality of bearings (68) are rotatably supported by the cage 
for reducing wear on the members when the mating members 
together along the alignment axis. 


3. Claims 1-26 are allowed. 
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4. Claims 2 8 and 2 9 are objected to as being dependent upon a 
rejected base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in ' 
independent form including all of the limitations of the base 
claim and any intervening claims. 

5. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication 
of allowable subject matter: 

The prior art of record fails to teach or suggest a 
positioning device for aligning and guiding first and second 
mold halves together as defined in claims 1 and 28 of the 
instant application. The closest prior art disclosed by Wieder 
is described above. Wieder fails to teach or suggest a 
resilient member for resiliently supporting the bearing 
mechanism between first and second positions as defined in claim 
1. Wieder also fails to teach or suggest the cage to include a 
bottom wall and a pair of columns extending from the bottom 
wall, with the bearings supported by the columns as defined in 
claim 28 . 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to Donald 
Heckenberg whose telephone number is (571) 272-1131. The 


Application/Control Number: 10/649,069 


Page 4 


Art Unit: 1722 

examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday from 
9:30 A.M. to 6:00 P.M. 


unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Benjamin Utech, can be 
reached at (571) 272-1137. The official fax phone number for 


assigned is (703) 872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be 
obtained from the Patent Application Information Retrieval 
(PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, 
see <<http://pair-direct.uspto.gov>>. Should you have questions 
on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at (866) 217-9197 (toll-free) . 


If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 


the organization where this application or proceeding is 



